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At this point we have advanced into the new liturgical year with the
celebration of the Holy Season of Advent. Most of our councils have
Fr. Brian McWeeney
Sr. Associate
already participated in the Light Up for Christ program. They have focused
State Chaplain
our members and their parishes on the deep meaning of this Holy Season.
In the Crèche which reminds us of the Birth of the Savior we see the primary
principle of our order: Charity exhibited by the three main players in the
salvific story. Our Heaven Father sent His Son to earth that we might understand true love and
charity. As Saint Paul tells us He became like us in all thing except sin. He was tempted as we
are. He was rejected as we sometimes are. He became discouraged as we do. But He always
did the will of His Father. Many times he went off by Himself to pray. So often, in fact , that His
disciples witnessing this asked to be taught how to pray. Mary’s charity showed itself quickly.
She did not have a total appreciation of what was being asked of her but she said yes. She
responded to the promptings of the Spirit. Generously she set out for Ein Kareem, her cousin’s
home to care for her mindless of the dangers of the journey and her condition. Joseph too, took
on the mantle of charity as he was presented with a situation that he did not fully understand but
trusted in the words of God’s messenger.
This Advent Season is one in which we contemplate this greatest of mysteries, and give thanks
for our salvation through it. But we must also must imitate the virtues we see lived in the Holy
Family. We must renew our efforts in charity especially toward those who are most vulnerable.
We must remember those who are forgotten. I am thinking especially at this time of our elderly
who are in our nursing homes, homebound, and tragically homeless. I am remembering our
veterans who have outlived the wars in which they fought carrying the scars of their experiences.
I am reflecting on families who have lost parents, income, housing, and basic security. We must
imitate Mary’s care who put others ahead of her own concerns. Joseph watched over his family
faithfully we can do no less. From His makeshift bed Jesus reach out to us. We cannot deny
Him. We must not deny Him. We will not deny Him.
I know that I am speaking to the choir but it is always good to be reminded. Our faith is simple in
its premise: We are called to love God absolutely with our whole being and our neighbors as
ourselves. A final word, or almost a final word. It is said that charity begins at home. As Knights
let’s not forget that. Have we forgotten some of our members? have we not reached out to
brothers who were once with us? And if they have died, have we kept in touch with their families?
I will remember all of you and your families in my Christmas Masses. I trust you will do the same
for me and each other.
Vivat Jesus,
Father Brian E. McWeeney
Administrative State Chaplain
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From the Desk of our State Deputy
My Brothers and Sisters in Columbianism,

Walter J. Wych
STATE DEPUTY

The end of the calendar year provides us an opportunity to look back and plan for the
future.
The past six months has sped by, with many challenges and even more successes. It is thanks to you that
the New York State Council continues to succeed.
Though our implementation of Faith In Action we continue to demonstrate what the Knights are all about.
Our utilization of Coats for Kids, Food for Families, as well as continuing to nurture our own spiritual
needs through our Holy Hours and Rosary Programs, are just a few examples of how we are changing the
world we live in.
Our recruitment and retention plans are succeeding in driving New York membership. As of midDecember, we are close to being on track to meet our New York State goals.
Fundraising continues to be steadfast. We have just completed the C&B program for the year. Thanks to
each of you, we had the best year since 2011, and the second best year since 2007. Our external fundraising allowed us to present a $1000 check to the Special Olympics in early December.
We have just completed our mid-year District Deputy meeting. Thanks to all who attended and made the
training the success that it was.
All of you have contributed to our success, as successes like these require a team effort. Our teams are
being led by some very dedicated District Deputies. The State Family -- Our Chaplains, Our Officers, Directors, Administrative State Chairmen and Chairmen are the best in the order. I must provide a special
thanks to my staff, who have been part of a change. A change to greater communication and inclusion in
the State Programs.
As we look forward, the next six months will be historic in our order and in New York State. Ceremonial
changes are being made, which will be totally communicated in January. We must approach these changes
with an open mind. Too often we make judgments without knowing what we are judging. We utilize social
media as a means of creating division. Change is part of our lives, and the life of the Order is no different.
Change is required to succeed in evangelizing in today's world. These changes are not for us who are already members of the order. These are changes which allow us to invite others to share our fraternity.
I look forward to seeing many of you as I continue to travel across the state in the next six months.
Finally, Dee and I wish you and your families a very Merry and Blessed Christmas. May the coming year
bring us health and a renewed dedication to supporting our members and our church.
Fraternally,

Wally
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Photo’s From Around The State
DUTCHESS COUNTY NY - WREATHES ACROSS AMERICA

DUTCHESS COUNTY NY - HABITAT FOR HUMANITY - FAITH BUILD 2019

NEW YORK STATE SOCCER CHALLENGE WINNERS
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Photo’s From Around The State
SQUIRES INSTALLATION - 10/05/2019
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News From Around The State

Knights of Columbus Coats For Kids
Peru - On Wednesday, November 20th, St. Augustine’s Knights of Columbus Council 7273 Grand Knight Keith Kemp
presented twenty-four new children’s winter jackets to Peru Intermediate School Nurse Linda Delong and Prinicpal Matt
Slattery. Intermediate School students Denton Martineau and Andreana Martineau were kind enought to model the jackets. School nurses will give the jackets to students as the need arises. Since 2013 the Peru Knights have brought 144 new
winter jackets to Peru Central.
The Knights of Columbus began the Coats for Kids Program during the 2009 recession. Today the 2,000 Knights of
Columbus Councils in the United States and Canada distribute 100,000 or more coats each year.

Photo L-R Back Row: Peru Intermediate School Nurse Linda Delong, Peru Knights of Columbus Council 7273
Grand Knight Keith Kemp, Principal Matt Slattery.
Front Row: Denton Martineau and Andreana Leclair

Blood Drive
St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus council # 5911 in Douglaston, sponsored a blood drive for St.Anastasia
parish in Douglaston on Sunday November 10th. I would like to thank Msgr. Anthony Sherman who allowed
us to conduct this blood drive. I would also like to thank my
co-chairman Giuseppe Petruso who did an outstanding job and
also Boy Scout Troup # 153 who did a great job in helping in
getting the gift of life for the many in need. We took in 56 pints
of blood.
Pictured from Left to Right:
Grand Knight Frederick Bedell Jr., BSA Scouts Anthony
Lino, Robert Yoon, Mathew Tai and Fabian Hussey
giving blood and Giuseppe Petrruso. Namshik Yoon
photographer.
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News From Around The State

Knights of Columbus Coats For Kids
Port Henry - Twenty-five Moriah Central School students will be a little warmer this winter thanks to the Port Henry
Knights of Columbus Council 384 Coats For Kids Program. Coats For Kids Chairman Tom Anderson worked with
school officials to identify 25 students needing warm winter coats. The council shopped for the desired sizes and styles
at Walmart and Walmart was kind enough to give a 10% discount toward purchase of the coats.
The Knights of Columbus began the Coats for Kids Program in the United States and Canada during the 2009 recession.
Today the 2,000 Knights of Columbus Councils distribute more than 100,000 coats each year. The Port Henry council
has participated in the program for several years.

Photo L-R: K of C Financial Secretary, Chuck Kolodzey, Moriah Central High School Principal Alison
Burch, Grand Knight Bill Callahan and Moriah Central School Social Studies teacher and Port Henry K of C
Coats for Kids Chairman, Tom Anderson.
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Helpful Hints for Promoting Events

John Ryan - State Chairman Public Relations Phone 518-643-9386 or email johnryan6dale@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus members often say, “No one knows what we do.” The best way to inform the general
public what we do is to send a news release to publicize council activities. Almost every council has at least
one member who enjoys writing. Appoint him as council publicity chairman. He can gather information on
council activities and submit it to parish bulletins, local media and Catholic newspapers. Hopefully, the publicity chairman will take good photographs of council events. If he’s a writer and not a photographer, that’s a
great opportunity to appoint a council photographer.

News Releases should be sent at least two weeks prior to the event. Good media outlets
include:
Monthly/Bi-Monthly council newsletters.
Parish bulletins: (your parish and nearby parishes)
Council and parish email notification networks.
Regional and Community Newspapers, Cable TV Companies and Radio Stations. Be sure to include
Catholic newspapers.
Local community/business/fire department bulletin boards.
Council, parish and community websites and Facebook pages.

Preparing News Releases:
Put the most important information in the first paragraph news release because it helps an editor to quickly decide if the article is newsworthy. It also helps readers decide if the story is relevant to their interests. Here are
some tips for preparing a news release:
Date the news release and include a contact person’s name, telephone number, email or text address.
Include a headline for the news being submitted
The first paragraph should include all the necessary information, referred to as the “five W’s”
• Who
• What
• When
• Where
• And possibly Why and How.
Succeeding paragraphs can include additional details of How and Why.
Include local people’s names as much as possible. Local media like to mention names in their circulation/
broadcast area and people LOVE to see their names in print.
The last paragraph could include more general information about the Knights of Columbus taken from the
Supreme Council website. In other words, promote all of the K of C while you have the opportunity.

Helpful Hints for Promoting Events - Continued
Sample News Release:
Email subject: Knights of Columbus Council # xxxx Press Release - November 6, 2019
Press Release:
November 6, 2019 - For more information call Publicity Chairman John Jones at xxx-xxx-xxxx or email
johnjones@
Headline: (Town) Knights of Columbus Assist Local Food Shelf
Photo Attached: L-R Knights of Columbus Council xxxx members John Jones and Peter Smith collect donations for the (Name) Food Shelf.
(Name Town) On Saturday and Sunday October 15th and 16th forty members of Knights of Columbus Council xxxx collected food donations weighing over 2,000 pounds and monetary donations totaling $1,000 to assist the Market Street Food Shelf. The donations were collected at St. Joseph’s church, St. Peter’s Church and
and outside the xyz supermarket. Grand Knight John Jones said: “Our Council is thankful to everyone for
their great generosity. The Food Shelf is in great need especially at this time of year.”
This is the fifth consecutive year that the Council XXXX Knights have conducted the Knights of Columbus
Food for Families Program. Over that period council members have collected 10,000 pounds of food and
$10,000 in cash donations. Hundreds of Knights of Columbus Councils throughout the U.S. participate in
Food For Families. Over the past six years councils have collected over 3 million pounds of food for local food
shelves.

Photo Suggestions:
Keep Your Camera Handy
Compelling photos are usually the first to catch our eye.
✩ Action photos illustrate the activity. They are not posed. Photos of people lined up in rows staring back
at the camera are not action photos and do not depict all of the ways the Knights are active in the parish and
community. Similarly, photos of check presentations may be easy to arrange but are not very imaginative.
When possible, take a photograph of the program or item that the funds helped purchase: children with toys,
students using new computers, Knights dishing out food, etc.
Helpful Tips
✩ Photograph people while they are involved in an activity. Do not stop what people are doing to set up a
posed shot.
✩ Wear your Knights of Columbus gear! If your members have T-shirts, aprons or other items printed with
the emblem of the Order, encourage them to wear these items at all of your events.
✩ Get close to the action. When you think you’re too close, move a bit closer. People’s faces are perhaps the
most interesting part of a photo; they should be prominent.
✩ Limit the number of people (preferable no more than four) in each shot and identify each person by their
full name and title.
✩ Charity is about people. Show readers how you have helped people through the funds you worked so hard
to raise; do not show them a signed check.
✩ Photos should be clear and in focus. Be mindful of lighting. Use a flash indoors but remember that the flash
range is limited. Submitted photos should be as high a resolution as possible.
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Supreme Council News
12 Knights of Christmas — Dreaming of a B+W Christmas?
Five timeless, faith-friendly classics the whole family can enjoy.
Christmas is a time for gathering around the fireplace or today’s more common version of the hearth – the television
set. If you want to view something other than the usual fare of children’s animated specials, sophomoric Santa Claus
comedies, and mindless holiday rom-coms, take the opportunity to introduce your children to a few timeless classics
from Christmas past.
These are some of the black-and-white classics many of us were raised on which young people today may not have
seen. So cue ‘em up before the world sings “Auld Lang Syne.” The slower pacing, lack of color and antiquated special
effects might make the kids restless at first, but if they stick with it these just might rank among their own favorites too.
‘Meet John Doe’ (1941)
Less well-known than his other Christmas classic “It’s a Wonderful Life” (see below), this Frank Capra film tells a similar story: a small-town man who inspires others, but whose deep despair and sense of failure leads him to contemplate
taking his own life on Christmas Eve. Gary Cooper plays the title character who is the subject of a newspaper reporter’s
publicity stunt to raise awareness about caring for people in need that is co-opted by the publisher for his own political
gain.
‘3 Godfathers’ (1948)
We’re cheating a little on this one: Peter B. Kyne’s 1913 novel “Three Godfathers” has been adapted for film many
times, with a popular version in glorious black-and-white released in 1936, but it’s hard to find. Another good version,
from 1929, is titled “Hell’s Heroes,” but it too is not widely available. So track down director John Ford’s 1948
Technicolor version “3 Godfathers” starring John Wayne. He’s one of a trio of bank robbers on the run across the desert
who find a stranded woman in labor, help deliver her baby, and promise the dying woman they will care for the child.
One of the outlaws sees religious significance in their avowed mission as they attempt to take the baby to safety on foot
despite having little water. It’s a story of redemption with plenty of overt religious themes.
‘Miracle on 34th Street’ (1947)
This classic has been remade a few times, but the iconic version is from 1947 with its all-star cast featuring Edmund
Gwenn, a young Natalie Wood and Maureen O’Hara. Gwenn is the definitive Kris Kringle who convinces a young
girl he is the real Santa Claus despite her mother’s objections. The department-store Santa is put on trial for mental
incompetence, and only his clever attorney – the mother’s love interest – and the U.S. Postal Service can bail him out.
(Note: Due to a scene of an intoxicated mall Santa, some parents suggest this film isn’t suitable for the youngest kids
who remain true believers.)
‘A Christmas Carol’ (1951)
The Charles Dickens morality tale, sometimes titled Scrooge or other variants, has been remade many times, with versions starring the likes of George C. Scott, Albert Finney, Patrick Stewart and even Bill Murray (in Scrooged). But the
1951 film with Alastair Sim is the best of the bunch. The curmudgeonly Scrooge’s dreamlike encounters with the ghosts
of Christmas Past, Present and Future drive him to repentance and a fresh compassion for his fellow man. Another classic that should be incorporated into your family’s holiday traditions.
‘It's a Wonderful Life’ (1946)
No, we didn’t forget this annual rite of passage into the Christmas season. Jimmy Stewart is perfect in this film about an
ambitious young man who puts aside his dreams for the sake of serving others and comes late to realize that God’s plans
for his life were far better than his own. It also reveals how the life of one virtuous person can have profound and farreaching effects in bettering the lives of so many others. With angels, villains, cute kids, beautiful Donna Reed, desperate antics, humorous asides, and a rousing closing reunion, this Frank Capra feel-good masterpiece deserves a viewing
in every household.
So put on some popcorn, fluff the couch cushions, and have yourselves a merry little “black-and-white” Christmas.
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