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Chaplain's Message 
My Brother Knights, 
 
 
At this point we have advanced into the new liturgical year with the  
celebration of the Holy Season of Advent. Most of our councils  have  
already participated in the Light Up for Christ program. They have focused  
our members and their parishes on the deep meaning of this Holy Season.  
In the Crèche which reminds us of the Birth of the Savior we see the primary 
principle of our order: Charity exhibited by the three main players in the  
salvific story.  Our Heaven Father sent His Son to earth that we might understand true love and 
charity.  As Saint Paul tells us He became like us in all thing except sin. He was tempted as we 
are. He was rejected as we sometimes are. He became discouraged as we do. But He always  
did the will of His Father. Many times he went off by Himself to pray. So often, in fact , that His 
disciples witnessing this asked to be taught how to pray. Maryôs charity showed  itself quickly. 
She did not have a total appreciation of what was being asked of her but she said yes. She  
responded to the promptings of the Spirit. Generously she set out for Ein Kareem, her cousinôs 
home to care for her mindless of the dangers of the journey and her condition. Joseph too, took 
on the mantle of charity as he was presented with a situation that he did not fully understand but 
trusted in the words  of Godôs messenger. 
 
This Advent Season is one in which we contemplate this greatest of mysteries, and give thanks 
for our salvation through it. But we must also must imitate the virtues we see lived in the Holy 
Family. We must renew our efforts in charity especially toward those who are most vulnerable.  
We must remember those who are forgotten. I am thinking especially at this time of our elderly 
who are in our nursing homes, homebound, and tragically homeless. I am remembering our  
veterans who have outlived the wars in which they fought carrying the scars of their experiences. 
I am reflecting on families who have lost parents, income, housing, and basic security. We must 
imitate Maryôs care who put others ahead of her own concerns. Joseph watched over his family 
faithfully we can do no less.  From His makeshift bed Jesus reach out to us. We cannot deny 
Him. We must not deny Him. We will not deny Him. 
 
I know that I am speaking to the choir but it is always good to be reminded. Our faith is simple in 
its premise: We are called to love God absolutely with our whole being and our neighbors as  
ourselves. A final word, or almost a final word. It is said that charity begins at home. As Knights 
letôs not forget that. Have we forgotten some of our members? have we not reached out to  
brothers who were once with us? And if they have died, have we kept in touch with their families? 
 
I will remember all of you and your families in my Christmas Masses. I trust you will do the same 
for me and each other. 
 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Father Brian E. McWeeney 
Administrative State Chaplain 
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My Brothers and Sisters in Columbianism, 
 

The end of the calendar year provides us an opportunity to look back and plan for the   

future. 
 

The past six months has sped by, with many challenges and even more successes.  It is thanks to you that 

the New York State Council continues to succeed. 
 

Though our implementation of Faith In Action we continue to demonstrate what the Knights are all about.  

Our utilization of Coats for Kids, Food for Families, as well as continuing to nurture our own spiritual 

needs through our Holy Hours and Rosary Programs, are just a few examples of how we are changing the 

world we live in. 
 

Our recruitment and retention plans are succeeding in driving New York membership. As of mid-

December, we are close to being on track to meet our New York State goals. 
 

Fundraising continues to be steadfast.  We have just completed the C&B program for the year.  Thanks to 

each of you, we had the best year since 2011, and the second best year since 2007.  Our external fundrais-

ing allowed us to present a $1000 check to the Special Olympics in early December. 
 

We have just completed our mid-year District Deputy meeting.  Thanks to all who attended and made the 

training the success that it was. 
 

All of you have contributed to our success, as successes like these require a team effort.  Our teams are 

being led by some very dedicated District Deputies.  The State Family -- Our Chaplains, Our Officers, Di-

rectors, Administrative State Chairmen and Chairmen are the best in the order.  I must provide a special 

thanks to my staff, who have been part of a change.  A change to greater communication and inclusion in 

the State Programs. 
 

As we look forward, the next six months will be historic in our order and in New York State.  Ceremonial 

changes are being made, which will be totally communicated in January.  We must approach these changes 

with an open mind.  Too often we make judgments without knowing what we are judging.  We utilize social 

media as a means of creating division.   Change is part of our lives, and the life of the Order is no different.  

Change is required to succeed in evangelizing in today's world.  These changes are not for us who are al-

ready members of the order.  These are changes which allow us to invite others to share our fraternity. 
 

I look forward to seeing many of you as I continue to travel across the state in the next six months. 
 

Finally, Dee and I wish you and your families a very Merry and Blessed Christmas.  May the coming year 

bring us health and a renewed dedication to supporting our members and our church. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Wally 

From the Desk of our State Deputy  
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