
Grand Knight’s Report
Dear Brother Knights,

Congratulation and welcome to our newest First and Second Degree
Brother Knights: Father Thomas Berg, Andre Beliveau, Michael Kieser and Bill
Malkus. They received their Degrees in October at the hall, their First Degree
from our own Team and their Second from a Team from Newburgh. Sincere
thanks to both Teams for an excellent job. Also, to Brother George Morton, who
received his First Degree at the Wappingers Council. A Third Degree is scheduled
for Friday, January 15th, to also be held at the Wappingers Council.

The By-laws of the Council have been revised and were approved. Notable
changes are: Donation increase to $250.00 before needing a Resolution; the
establishment of three funds: Seminary, Deacon and Youth Funds; and the
reduction of the Deacon Dues from half to nothing.

A special Memorial Mass was held November 18th, for the five deceased
members of the Knights who passed away during this past year. Brothers Phillip
E. DeGrandis, Joseph P. McGurn, John E. Lee, John C. Patane and Robert T.
King.

At our December 2nd business meeting, I will ask the members to vote on
their recommendation for the Knight of the Month. This will be a written ballot
and can be any Knight of our Council, including officers, that has made an
outstanding contribution to the Council. My only condition is that this person
cannot be nominated again in this calendar year. The person with the most ballots
will be named at the January meeting when we shall vote again for next month.

December is the month each year that we celebrate the Birth of our Lord,
Jesus Christ. It’s a time to be joyous and grateful to God for sending His only Son
here to earth to redeem us. On behalf of myself, my family and fellow Officers,
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very happy,
joyous and Blessed Christmas season and of course, a Happy and Holy New Year.

Again, thank you for your continued support.

Vivat Jesus!

Nicholas P. Longo - Grand Knight

REMINDER

Please remember to bring in a donation
for the local food drive to the monthly
business meeting. Anyone who fails to bring
in a donation, will be asked to put $2 into
the donation envelope in lieu of a food
donation.
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Get Rich Quick
Each of our Brother Knights has the
opportunity to sign the book and
put a dollar in every month they

are at a meeting. Once a month, we hold
a drawing with the names from our total
council membership. If you signed the book
that month, you win!

October Winner: Paul Lucas. Unfortunately
he did sign the book so the pot grows. The
prize is now worth $95.

INSURANCE
Alan R. Michels, Field Agent

PO Box 472
Chester, NY 10918

(845) 469-7877
E-Mail: Alan.Michels@KofC.org
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Knights Chaplain’s Message
Dear Knights and Columbiettes,

JESUS IS HERE! It’s the message of Christmas: Jesus is here!

Father Thomas McDonald is one of my closest friends. He’s 82 years old and still going strong. Not only is he the chaplain at
Allen Hospital in northern Manhattan, but he’s the official chaplain for the Yonkers Fire Department. He takes both posts seriously. He’s
at the hospital every day. And before he goes to the hospital each morning, he first visits the firefighters and officers in one of the twelve
firehouses in Yonkers.

Firefighters are very special to him. He’d do anything for them. (And they’d do anything for him too!) To him, they’re family. Having been
chaplain for more than fifty years, he’s witnessed many of their marriages, baptized many of their children, buried many of their dead, and
given invocations beyond number. He counsels, grieves and celebrates with them. By radio the Department is constantly in touch with
him. Whenever there is a two alarm fire, he heads to the scene.

Such it was a month or so ago. He was in bed when the two alarm call came in on the radio. He quickly dressed and headed to the fire. As
soon as he got there, he knew something was terribly wrong. Police officers said they would take him to the “scene.” No friendly voices
were calling out the usual, “Hi, Father!” Things were grim. Three Yonkers firemen, Pat, Joe and Billy, had been seriously injured. As the
medics tried to revive Pat, Father Tom prayed for him and anointed him; Pat, married and the father of two little girls, died. Joe, a resident
of Dutchess County, seriously injured, was rushed to the hospital. Coming out of the fire, Billy leaned up against a car, and Father stood
next to him and spoke with him. Billy said to him: “Jesus is here!” Father McDonald affirmed him, “Yes, Jesus is here!” Billy then
asked for a glass of water, but before it came, he collapsed onto the ground; he too was seriously injured.

“Jesus is here!” That was one of the themes upon which Father Tom spoke as he celebrated the funeral Mass for Pat Joyce. Archbishop
Dolan came. So did the entire Yonkers Fire Department. In true fraternity, thousands of other firefighters, from near and far, lined the
streets outside the church. Others manned the Yonkers firehouses so that their brothers could attend the funeral. Father Tom spoke about
how love for others motivates firefighters. In the midst of fires, in deep darkness, they’ll crawl into smoke-filled rooms on hands and
knees, listening and touching for any sign of human life. They do heroic things for others. They’ll do anything for each other. That is love.
And where love is present, there is Jesus! Amen!

Jesus is here! That’s the message of Christmas. Jesus tells us: “I will be with you always!” He comes in extraordinary and ordinary ways.
Sometimes He uses Yonkers’ Firefighters. Sometimes He uses you and me. Jesus is in your heart and mine. When we let Him out, it’s
Christmas again! Jesus is here!

I wish you all, and your families a very Merry Christmas, and a safe, happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!

Monsignor John J. Farley, --Chaplain
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Faithful Navigator’s Report
We will be selling our annual January raffle tickets on December 5th & 6 th after
all masses at St. Columba’s Church, and on December 12 th & 13th at St. Mary’s
Church in Fishkill. If you can help, please contact GK Nick Longo for St.
Columba’s Church and Bill Hunt for St. Mary’s Church.. PLEASE NOTE: This
is not limited to 4th Degree members. Any Knight can help sell the tickets.

Just a quick reminder, we are still sponsoring the Vets Luncheon every
third Tuesday. If you would like to help with preparation or serving, please contact
John Lyons. Any Knight can help. This is not limited to 4th Degree members.

Our bus trip on November 10th to Foxwood Casino was a great success.. Our thanks
go out to both Bill Hunt and Dave Garvey for organizing the trip.

We are planning our renewal of Obligations for January 12, 2010 at our hall. We
will be inviting the Assemblies of Wappingers Falls, Trinity and St. Martin de Por-
res to join us. Dinner will be served after the renewal.
All Sir Knights are reminded to wear the tuxedoes.

COLOR CORPS CALL OUTS
Dec. 5 th - St. Patrick’s Cathedral - Please contact Bill Hunt for further details.

Jan. 17 th - St. Patrick’s Cathedral - Annual Pro Life Mass - Please contact Bill Hunt
for further details

If any of you have suggestions or ideas for projects or events for the coming year
please call me or send me an email.

Vivat Jesus!

Edward C. Mead - Faithful Navigator

Fourth Degree
News

“One Nation, under GOD, indivisible”.




