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My Brother Knights: The chill of February is alleviated by the warmth of feeling

“The Good of the Order”, it was al-
1 ways the watchword of anything we did
i or anything we were asked to do as a
% Knight of Columbus. Have we forgotten
4 that these simple words were like a sol-
emn oath?

By this time, you should know | have formed a “Task Force”,
made up of PSD's and F50's, in order to get our M.Y.S. Council
back on the mainline of our Order. Our Supreme Knight Carl A.
Anderson, is concered at our serious membership loss and ap-
parent lack of motivation and enthusiasm at all levels of our ju-
risdiction, be it membership or service, Two meetings by the Task
Force were held with much back and forth discussion. Confer-
ence Chairmen were invited to the next two meetings.

After many presentations, some constructive and some politi-
cal, it was decided to go to the Minor Conference Leaders and
members to hear their reasons for our failures and maybe sug-
gestions for Success. It is you "grass root” leaders who are the
key to our successes or failures. You're the ones who'll get this
great State out of the red and into the BLACK. You and the DD’s
are the ones who must get the council leaders in your areas out
to attend the Task Force meetings to be held in your area. Please
attend, it is “For The Good of the Order".

We've always been a leader in the Order, until the last 14
years, when we've been playing hooky while the rest of our Or-
der is graduating cum laude, We must get back to when being
awarded a Vice-Chairman job was considered an honor and the
recipient worked hard, hoping o become an Auxiliary St. Chair-
man, and maybe move on up the ladder to a higher position “For
the Good of the Order”. My Brothers, we are not looking to de-
stroy our conference system, just hoping it can be more thor-
ough as it picks leaders for our great N.Y. State Council. As | said
last month, UNITY is the secret to success for us.
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surrounding Saint Valentine's Day. This holiday focuses our at-
tention on the relationships in which we have entered and which
unfortunately, we too often take for granted. To brother knights
who have received the Sacreament of Marriage the most impor-
tant person in their life is their spouse. One's wife is the principle
support in every aspect of human existence. She shares every
disappointment and encourages one to move beyond it. She
suplies the energy necessary when one is debilitated by failure.
As a parent she provides a consistent monitor with her husband
of children’s behavior and a virtuous example with him of Chris-
tian faith and morals. Her sacrificial spirit has frequently em-
powered him in his employment, service to the Church, and ac-
tivity in our Order. What a wonderful opportunity we have to say
thank you to this most significant human being.

This year’s commemoration of the Roman martyr remembered
for his willingness to love God more than his own life takes place
within the Lenten season. During this time we are called to focus
on God's care for us as the Son gives of Himself that we might
experience eternity. While at other times of the year we might
allow ourselves to be distracted from our religious obilcations
the Church requires us to enter into deeper reflection and closer
examination of our thoughts, words, and deeds. Qur spiritual
progress on our journey to salvation depends very much on our
willingness to be conversant with our weakness and our sin and
prepare to exemplify a repentant heart and converted spirit.

Both our baptismal promises and principles of Columbianism
challenge us to be maore prayerful. In this year of the Eucharist
we should attend Eucharistic devotions and participate in the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at least a few times a week, if not
daily. We should be willing to go beyond the minimal fasting and
abstinence mandates of the Universal Church. The recent devas-
tation of Asia and Africa reminds both of the blessings that we
have in our counry as well as moral imperative to be charitable
to a sacrificial degree. God did not and does not hold back His
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