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July 2009
Worthy District Deputies and Grand Knights,

Once again we stand at the precipice of a new Columbian Year, looking out with fresh eyes, hearts and minds at the future of our Order.  While we may question what lies ahead, there can be no question as to whom it must be entrusted.  For this committee and our Order, the future is very clear:  it is our youth.
As Knights of Columbus, it is our responsibility to provide the youth of today with the means and opportunities to become personally committed and involved in meeting the challenges of our times.  Yet, despite their commitments and dedication, the youth of the world are often condemned because of the uncontrolled actions of a minority of young people.  Today’s YOUTH, boys and girls, the real leaders of tomorrow, are looking for a challenge.  They are looking for responsibility.  They are looking for faith and trust.  And we have the manpower and the programs to do just that.
Our aim, therefore, is to become more involved with, and exert more positive and constructive influence on, our young people.  To do this we must continue to provide entertaining activities that will stimulate them physically, mentally and spiritually.  We must constantly improve our youth programs so that these young people will be properly prepared to accept the challenges ahead, and become the leaders that tomorrow’s world will look toward.
Our Supreme Council has provided us with the tools to help our youth in this matter.  Take a look at the programs that are enclosed, and you can easily see that there is no shortage of opportunities to serve the youth of our councils and our communities.  All we need to do is put them into effect.
State Deputy Art Harris has given a large number of men to work with you.  Each Minor Conference has two Auxiliary Youth Chairmen.  Use them!  They are anxious and willing to serve to make this the year New York becomes the top state in our Order for Youth.

Fraternally yours,
Joseph F. Peluso, PGK, FDD, PFN, FM

State Youth Director
ONE NATION, UNDER GOD, WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, BORN AND UNBORN
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